The Honorable XX
United States House of Representatives or Senate 
Washington, DC  20515/20510

Facsimile: (202) XXX:

Dear Congressman/Senator XX:

As [Chair of the Department of Computer Science Department/Head of Research/etc] at [my institution] in (your state), I urge you to support strong investments in research and research infrastructure as you and your colleagues conference the American Economic Recovery and Reinvestment Act. As a computer scientist, I am especially concerned about funding for the National Science Foundation, which supports 87 percent of all university research in computing, and would urge you strongly to support the increases for the agency called for in the House version of the bill. 

The agency estimates that the $3 billion in research and infrastructure support called for in the House version would directly create 25,000 new jobs for scientists. It would indirectly create up to 200,000 more to support the science and innovation enterprise that historically emerges from academic research. Because NSF serves as the lead agency in the Networking and Information Technology Research and Development (NITRD) program, the 13-agency initiative that comprises the total federal investment in information technology research, a significant portion of that investment will help NSF push the leading edge in computing research at U.S. colleges and universities, which in turn will help ensure the innovation engine of the U.S. will be well-fueled. 

The computing research field is a very concrete example of how federal investments in research drive economic growth in both the short and long-term. The field has a long history of creating revolutionary technologies that have enabled entirely new industries and helped drive U.S. leadership in the new economy. Advances in information technology enable productivity growth, enable the economy to run at full capacity, enable goods and services to be allocated more efficiently, and enable the production of higher quality goods and services. As the National Academies of Science have repeatedly pointed out, those advances – indeed, every multibillion-dollar subsector of the IT industry – all bear the stamp of federal support for fundamental research in computing such as that which would be supported by this Act. 

The investments in education, research, and scientific research facilities included in the House version at NSF, but also at the Department of Energy's Office of Science and the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), will create a stronger, more resilient U.S. economy and a more highly skilled, competitive U.S. workforce. The research infrastructure investments will create new jobs in construction and manufacturing for immediate economic benefit while expanding the opportunities and capabilities of future young scientists and engineers. 

Your action to support robust levels for research and research infrastructure called for in the House version of the Act in the conference will provide immediate benefit to the U.S. economy and provide a long-term foundation for stable economic and employment grown. Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

