The Honorable XX
United States Senate
Washington, DC  20510

Facsimile: (202) XXX:

Dear Senator XX:

Senators Joseph Lieberman and Christopher Bond are circulating a request urging Senate appropriators to support the President’s FY 2008 budget request for the National Science Foundation (NSF). Senators Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) and Lamar Alexander (R-TN) are circulating a similar letter urging support for the Administration’s $4.4 billion request for the Department of Energy’s Office of Science. As a researcher in (YOUR STATE), I urge you sign onto both of these letters.

The letters, which will be sent to the chair and ranking members of the Senate Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee and the Energy and Water Development Appropriations Subcommittee, urges them to fully fund the request of $6.43 billion for NSF and $4.4 billion for the Office of Science, keeping both agencies on track to double their basic research investments as stated in the Democratic Innovation Agenda and the American Competitiveness Initiative. 

As you know, NSF and DOE Office of Science are key participants in the federal Networking and Information Technology R&D initiative, the multi-agency effort that comprises the federal role in supporting long-term, fundamental IT research. The importance of this research in enabling the new economy is well documented. Nearly every aspect of information technology research upon which we rely today traces its roots to federally sponsored university-based research. The resulting advances in information technology have led to significant improvements in product design, development and distribution for American industry, provided improved quality of life for people worldwide, and enabled new scientific disciplines such as bioinformatics and nanotechnology that show great promise in improving a whole range of health, security, and communications technologies. 

These investments in basic research enjoy strong bipartisan support.  Our community has offered high praise to you and your colleagues in Congress for recognizing the need to increase support for fundamental research in the physical sciences, mathematics, computing and engineering in order to ensure the Nation’s continued leadership in an increasingly competitive world. We ask for that support to continue in FY 2008. Please consider signing the Lieberman/Bond and Bingaman/Alexander letters today. 

Sincerely,

